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THE CLAIMS 

1 . A method of performing financial processing in a computer, comprising: 

(a) accessing account, event and organization attributes from a database accessible by the 
computer, wherein: (1) the account attributes comprise data about accounts being measured, (2) the 
event attributes comprise data about account-related transactions, and (3) the organization attributes 
comprise data about the organization's financial status; 

(b) performing one or more profitability calculations in the computer using the account, 
event and organisation attributes accessed from the database, as well as one or more profit factors 
and one or more rules, wherein the profitability calculations include: 

Profit = Net Interest Revenue (NIR) 
+ Other Revenue (OR) 
Direct Expense (DE) 
Indirect Expense (IE) 
Risk Provision (RP) 

(c) wherein the Indirect Expense comprises costs not related to the accounts that are 
apportioned among all of the accounts in one or more groups. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among all of 
the accounts using the organi2ation attributes that are not related directly to the accounts. 

3. The method of claim 1 ( wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among all of 
the accounts using one of a plurality of apportionment methods. 

4. The method of daim 1, wherein the Indirect Expense are apportioned among all of 
the accounts using a plurality of apportionment methods. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein an account may be associated with more than one 

group. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein a group may be associated with more than one 
account 
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7. The method of claim 1 , wherein any unallocated Indirect Expense is apportioned ro 
an empty group. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein the Indirect Expense (IE(aj)) for an account 
comprises: 

f \ 



lB(a,)m £ 

k 



IE « mE k ){a t ) 

**** aeA{I$ k ) 

J 

wherein IE* is an apportioned amount of IE associated with group k, A^E^ is a group of accounts 
associated with IE,., F^EJ is an apportionment rule associated with group k, IE k (a) is the amount 
apportioned to account a in group k, and IE(a) is the total Indirect Expense apportioned to account 
a. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a balance-based 
apportionment. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the balance-based apportionment comprises: 

F(IE k ){a) = IE k * Current Balance of a 

^(Current Balance of a } ) 

J 

summed over all a f in group k. 

1 1 . The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a count-based 
apportionment. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the count-based apportionment comprises: 

F(IE k )(a) = IE k * 1 

(count of a in A(lE k )) 

for all a ; in group k- 

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a revenue-based 



-3- 

Received from < 13106418798 > at 1/4/02 4:15:50 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



G&C 30145.394-US-O1 



13106418798 GC 13106418798 272 P07 JAN 04 '02 14:08 



apportionment. 



14. The method of claim 13, wherein the revenue-based apportionment comprises: 



summed over ^ in group k. 



1 5. The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a transaction 
count apportionment. 

16. llie method of claim 1 5, wherein the transaction count apportionment comprises: 

F(IE k )(a) = IE, * ^of^nsactionsia) 

2^(countof transactions(a .)) 

for a transaction type, and summed over a { in group k. 

17. The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a transaction 
amount apportionment. 

18. The method of claim 1 7, wherein the transaction amount apportionment comprises: 

J] {count of transactions(a)) 

= * transactions cner tht period ^ 

* * J] ^(countof tran$actions(aj)) 

J transaciitms over Hie period 

for a transaction type, and summed over a^ in a group k. 

1 9. The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a Direct Expense 
apportionment 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the Direct Expense apportionment comprises: 

F(IE k )(a) = IE k * ff (a) 
* £(Z>2?(*.)) 

j 
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summed over Oj in a group L 

21 . The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a normalized 
apportionment. 

22. The method of claim 1, wherein the costs are amortized over time using an 
amortization method selected from a group comprising: (1) straight line, (2) declining balance* and 
(3) interest race. 

23. A system for financial processing, comprising: 
a computer, 

logic, performed by the computet, for: 

(a) accessing account, event and organization attributes from a database accessible by 
the computer, wherein: (1) the account attributes comprise data about accounts being 
measured, (2) the event attributes comprise data about account-related transactions, and (3) 
the organization attributes comprise data about the organisation's flnanrial status; 

(b) performing one or more profitability calculations in the computer using the 
account; event and organization attributes accessed from the database, as well as one or 
more profit factors and one or more rules > wherein the profitability calculations include: 

Profit = Net Interest Revenue (NIR) 
+ Other Revenue (OR) 
Direct Expense (DE) 
Indirect Expense (IE) 
Risk Provision (RP) 

(c) wherein the Indirect Expense comprises costs not related to the accounts that are 
apportioned among all of the accounts in one or more groups, 

24. The system of claim 23, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among all of 
the accounts using the organi2ation attributes that are not related direcdy to the accounts. 

25. The system of claim 23, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among all of 
the accounts using one of a plurality of apportionment methods. 
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26- The system of cl a i m 23, wherein the Indirect Expense are apportioned among all of 
the accounts using a plurality of apportionment methods. 

27. The system of claim 23, wherein an account may be associated with more than one 

group. 

28. The system of claim 23, wherein a group may be associated with more than one 
account. 

29. The system of claim 23, wherein any unallocated Indirect Expense is apportioned to 
an empty group. 

30. The system of claim 23, wherein the Indirect Expense (IE^) for an account a< 
comprises: 

f \ 



a, g A{!E) 

IE( 0i )= £ 

k 



. F(IE k ){a,) 



wherein IE^ is an apportioned amount of IE associated with group k, A^E^ is a group of accounts 
associated with IE kl FQEy) is an apportionment rule associated with group k, lE^a) is the amount 
apportioned to account a in group k, and IE(a) is the total Indirect Expense apportioned to account 
a. 

31 . The system of claim 30, wherein the apportionment mle comprises a balance-based 
apportionment. 

32. The system of claim 31, wherein the balance-based apportionment comprises: 

F(IE t )(«) = IE, . Current Balance of a 

^(Current Balance of a } ) 

j 

summed over all-in group k. 
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33. The system of claim 50, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a count-based 
apportionment 

34. The system of claim 33, wherein the count-based apportionment comprises: 

F(IE k )(a) = IE k * J 

for all aj in group k. 

35. The system of claim 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a revenue-based 
apportionment. 

36. The system of claim 35, wherein the revenue-based apportionment comprises: 



F(lE t Xa) « IE k * ™(a) + OX(a) 



summed over a ( in group k. 



37. The system of claim 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a transaction 
count apportionment. 

38. The system of claim 37, wherein the transaction count apportionment comprises: 

F( IE k )(a) = IE k * cow* of transactionsja) 

^{countof transactions(aj)) 

J 

for a transaction type, and summed over ^ in group k. 

39. The system of claim 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a transaction 
amount apportionment. 

40. The system of claim 39, wherein the transaction amount apportionment comprises: 
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^(count of transactions{a)) 

P^IE ){o>) — IE * transactions aver thg parted 



X 2 ( couni °f transactions(a j )) 

j miniaciiev over (Ju pa-tod 



for a transaction type, and summed over aj in a group k. 

41 . The system of claim 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a Direct Expense 
apportionment. 

42. The system of claim 41, wherein the Direct Expense apportionment comprises: 



summed over a f in a group k. 



42. The system of claim 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a normalized 
apportionment. 

43. The system of claim 42, wherein the costs are amortized over time using an 
amortization method selected from a group comprising: (1) straight line, (2) declining balance, and 
(3) interest rate. 

44. An article of manufacture embodying logic for performing financial processing in a 
computer, comprising: 

(a) accessing account, event and organization attributes from a database accessible by the 
computer, wherein: (1) the account attributes comprise data about accounts being measured, (2) the 
event attributes comprise data about account-related transactions, and (3) the organisation attributes 
comprise data about the organization's financial status; 

(b) performing one or more profitability calculations in the computer using the account, 
event and organization attributes accessed from the database, as well as one or more profit factors 
and one or more rules, wherein the profitability calculations include: 

Profit = Net Interest Revenue (NIR) 
+ Other Revenue (OR) 
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Direct Expense (DE) 
Indirect Expense (IE) 
Risk Provision (RP) 

(c) wherein the Indirect Expense comprises costs not related to the accounts that are 
apportioned among all of the accounts in one or more groups. 

45. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned 
among all of the accounts using the organization attributes that are not related directly to the 
accounts. 

46. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned 
among all of the accounts using one of a plurality of apportionment methods. 

47. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein the Indirect Expense are 
apportioned among all of the accounts using a plurality of apportionment methods. 

48. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein an account may be associated with 
more than one group. 

49. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein a group may be associated with 
more than one account. 

50. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein any unallocated Indirect Expense is 
appottioned to an empty group. 

51 . The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein the Indirect Expense (IE(a)) for an 
account a ; comprises: 

f \ 



j 

wherein IE k is an apportioned amount of IE associated with group k, AQEJ is a group of accounts 
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associated with IE k> FflE^ is an apportionment rule associated with group k, IE k (a) is the amount 
apportioned to account a w gtoup k, and IE(a) is the total Indirect Expense apportioned to account 
a. 

52. The article of manufacture of claim 51 f wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
balance-based apportionment 

53. The article of manufacture of claim 52, wherein the balance-based apportionment 
comprises: 

F(IE k X„) = IE k ^ Current Balance of a 

^(Current Balance of a } ) 

J 

summed over all aj in group k. 

54. The article of manufacture of claim 51 , wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
count-based apportionment. 

55. The article of manufacture of claim 54, wherein the count-based apportionment 
comprises: 

F(IE k )(a) = IE k * - 

{count of a in A(IE k )) 

for all a ; in gtoup k. 

56. The article of manufacture of claim 51 , wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
revenue-based apportionment 

57. The article of manufacture of claim 56, wherein the revenue-based apportionment 
comprises: 

NIR(a) + OR(a) 



F{IE k )(a) = IE k * 
summed ove* a, in group k. 



£(A7R(a,) + 0*(a,» 
J 
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58. The article of manufacture of claim 51 , wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
transaction count apportionment 

59. The article of manufacture of claim 58, wherein the transaction count apportionment 
comprises; 

F(IE ){a)-IE * COunt °f transactions ( a ) 
* k ^(coiwt of transactions(a j)) 

j 

for a transaction type, and summed over aj in group L 

60. The article of manufacture of claim 51 , wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
transaction amount apportionment. 

61. The article of manufacture of claim 60, wherein the transaction amount 
apportionment comprises: 

^{countof transaction$(a)) 



E(IE = IE * transaction* over the period 



2 ^(countof transactions(a j)) 

j transaction}; ovw the period 



for a transaction type, and summed over a f in a group k. 

62. The article of manufacture of claim 51, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
Direct Expense apportionment. 

63. The article of manufacture of claim 62, wherein the Direct Expense apportionment 
comprises: 

F{IE k )(a) = IE k » f £(a) 
J 

summed over n t in a group k. 

64. The article of manufacture of claim 51, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
normalized apportionment. 
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65. The article of manufacture of claim 44, wherein the costs are amortized over time 
using an amortization method selected from a group comprising: (1) straight line, (2) declining 
balance, and (3) interest rate. 
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